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ADVERTISEMENT. 


'F* HE following diſcourſe wwas addreſſed to perſons 
of different perſuaſions. It was not intended for 
the preſs, but contains thoſe ſentiments which I 
am not afraid or aſhamed in the moſt public manner 
to avow, whatever apology may be neceſſary for the 
manner in which they are ſtated. It was my dęſire 
to take the moſt enlarged view of chriſtian charity, 
that all thoſe opinions which are commonly contro- 
verted among the diſciples of Jeſus, might be included. 
There tis no doctrine oppoſed, nor any diſcovery of my Mi 
own particular ſentiments, both are avoided as foreign 8 
to the gore Should any be diſpleaſed, I am con- 
cerned ; concerned that what was intended to promote 
a catholic diſpoſition among chriſtians of different de= 
nomimations ſhould produce a contrary effect. I fhall 
be ſorry on their account, not on my own. Had I 
entertained much hope of diveſting the bigot of his un- 
happy ſpirit, I might perhaps have attempted a ſofter 19 
and more inſinuating addreſs. But in order to pre- 
vent the young imbibing a diſpoſition ſo hurtful tro 
themſelves and injurious to religion, I thought it beſt i 
| of the arguments for candor in the ſtrongeſt light. 
Not one ſentiment is altered in the diſcourſe, The 
notes are added in order to illuſtrate ſome paſſages, that | 
the cauſe of chriſtian charity might not ſuffer through. 
their imperfection. In this cauſe I venture to adopt 
with a little variation, the language of a writer ona || 
different ſubject: I have no feeling either of fear or 
arrogance in challenging the whole world in the de- 
fence of it. The grand arguments for charity and 
candor I compare to ſuch ground as one man may de- 


Fend againſt an army... 


A SERMON, Se. Ge. 


„ THIS IS MY COMMANDMENT, THAT YE LOVE | 


ONE ANOTHER.” e 


HE voice of nature and reaſon, or in other 

words, the voice of God, addrefles the 
children of men in ſuch language as this : 
Regard each other as the offspring of the ſame pa- 
rent, partakers of the ſame weak and depraved na- 
ture, placed in a ſtate of trial and temptation: liable 
to want, imperfection, infirmity and pain; as pil- 
grims and ſtrangers here below, who muſt all enter 


on a ſtate eternal and unchangeable. — Let this 


view of things unite you in the bands of love: 
conſcious of your own imperfections, make an al- 
lowance for thoſe which you diſcern in your 
brethren: render not this ſhort and imperfect ſtate 
more calamitous than Providence intended; fall 
not out by the way, but endeavour to leſſen the 
afflictions of life by bearing each others burthens. 
To enforce this law of love and benevolence, 
was one of the great ends to be anſwered by the 
miſſion of our Saviour. That moſt important 
vent was announced in ſuch language as this, 
Ulory to God in the _— and on earth 3 
geo 
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9.1 
good will towards men x. And whether we con- 
ſider the precepts and ſpirit of the goſpel, or the 
character of its divine author, we ſee this amiable 
principle recommended to us in the moſt forcible 
miner, in a manrfer ſo forcible, and with argu- 
ments ſo ſtrong and peculiar, that our Saviour 
might well ſay, a new commandment give JI unto 
you, that ye love one anbiber; and this is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved 
_— rr IN, 8 
But are we obliged to look into the goſpel of 
Jeſus, in order to learn that brotherly love 1s a 
precept of his religion? Have not his diſciples 
been living epiſtles of this amiable doctrine, and 
worn this badge of their chriſtian profeſſion ? Ves, 
there was a time when the temper and conduct of 
_ chriſtians forced this honorable teſtimony from the 
mouth of an enemy, © behold how theſe chriſtians 
love one another.” This was in that primitive age 
of which Moſheim gives the following account iu 
his hiſtory of the ſecond century. The chriſtian 
ſyſtem, as it was hitherto taught, preſerved its na- 
tive and beautiful ſimplicity, and was comprehend- 
ed in a ſmall number of articles. The public 
teachers inculcated no other doctrines than thoſe 
that are contained tn what is commonly galled 
the Apoſtles! creed; and in the method of illuſtrat- 
ing them, all vain ſubtilties, all myſterious re- 
| ſearches, every thing that was beyond the reach of 
common capacities, were carefully. avoided.” 

But if we examine the ſtate of the church i 
the following ages, we ſhall find but little proof 
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that btotherly love was the common badge of its 
profeſſors, and from the conduct of chriſtians, 
mould be led to imagine that the words of our 
text were not to be Bond in the new teſtament. 
The diſciples of Chriſt were not ſatisfied with 
ſplitting into various ſects and parties; this would 
have been a ſmall, it would have been zo evil: they 
might have kept the znity of the ſpirit, though 
they differed in many reſpects; they might have 
maintained the bond of peace, notwithſtanding 
their diverfity of ſentiment. Contention, ani- 
moſity, and perſecution, defaced the beauty of 
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the chriſtian religion, and retarded its progreſs. | 
He that is concerned for the honor of ehriſtianity ; 
| might with that the annals of the church during | 
2 this period were buried in oblivion; did they not I 
f ſtand as a beacon to warn chriſtians of the fatal 3 
e rock on which numbers then ſplit, and point out q 
18 the neceſſity of loving one another. 3 \ 
ge We have reaſon to be thankful, that in the pre- kl 
in ſent age, the folly and wickedneſs of perſecution i 
an are generally ackgowledged. Men have learnt that 4 
la- flames and torture cannot work conviction iu the if 


10- breaſt, and that every perſon has a right to think 
cf} and judge for himſelf. But the chriſtian religion 
ole} requires ſomething more than this; it not only 
forbids us to injure and perſecute thoſe who differ 1 
from vs, but commands us to love one another. : 
Unhappily there ate many in the preſent age, who 
think themſelves excuſed from exerciſing brother- 
ly love towards thoſe who are of a different per- 1 
ſuaſion from themſelves. They refuſe to acknow- f 
ledge each other as brethren, becauſe they are 
clothed in a different manner, though the reſem- 
ä * 4 blance 


US] 
blance of their features plainly ſſiews that they 
belong to the ſame family. Since then a diverſity 
of ſentiment has been, and ſtill is, a principal bar 
to that brotherly affeQion which we are command- 
ed to exerciſe, I propoſe to offer ſome conſiderations 
which have a tendency to remove it. 

And, O thou Prince of Peace! Thou benevolent 
Redecmer ! While with a ſincere deſire to vindi- 
cate the honour of thy religion, and to diſplay its 
amiable ſpirit, I endeavour to recommend that 
principle of love which thy goſpel and thine ex- 
ample enforce upon us, do Thou ſmile upon the at- 
tempt, and crown it with ſucceſs. 

Think not, my chriſtian friends, that I mean to 
become an advocate for lukewarmneſs and indiffe- 
rence. No; that chriſtian charity, that candor, 
which I wiſh to recommend, is as far removed 
from mdifterence on the one hand, as it is from a 
blind and miſguided Zeal on the other (4). 


ſa) I! it be ſaid that an attempt to leſſen the i Importance of any 
doctrines mult tend to diminiſh a zeal for promoting them; it 18 
acknowledged. But great zeal in promoting the non- eſſentials of 
chriſtianity, is a miſguided zeal. and if it leads perſons to dilre- 
— or pay leſs attention io the moſt important truths of the 

I. it is a dangerous zeal.. 

N is che excellence and dignity of true religion, that it can- 
not become the object of ridicute, till diveſted of its heavenly 
form, it is repreſented under the appearance of ſuperſtitioa or 
enthuſtaſm. Ihus it is witch candor one of its faireſt offspring 
Which muſt be dxeſt in the garb of indifference and lukewarm- 
nels before it can become the object of contempt. But candor is 
not ivdiflerence : it is perfectly conſiſtent with a zeal for promot- 
ing with a chriſtian ſpirit thole opinions which we think impor- 
tant: it will however diſpoſe us to examine well whether theſe 
opinions are of importance, that we may not entertain hard 
thoughts of thoſe who cannot imbibe them; and incline us to 


] would 


of * 
19 


1 would ſhew, 


I. That a diverſity of ſratiment: ks not to 


prevent the exerciſe of that brotherly love which 
our Saviour enforces upon us. 
II. That the diverſity of ſentiment among chriſ- 
tians, is not ſo great as is commonly apprehended. 
I. A diverſity of ſentiment ought not to prevent 
the exerciſe of that brotherly love which our Sa- 
viour enforces upon us. In what paſſage of ſcrip- 
ture do you find him giving this precept, love thoſe 
only who are of the ſame religious ſentiments with 
yourſelves? He addreſſes the profane and hypocri- 


tical with ſeverity, but when his diſciples came 


and informed him that they found one caſting out 
demons in his name, and forbad him becauſe he 
followed not with them; did he approve their con- 
duct? No, all that he ſaid was, forbid bim nat, for 
he (a) that is not againſt us, is for us. 


think well of all he are ſincere in their enquiries after rich, 
and bring forth the fruits of holineſs in their hyes. 
The character of the bigot, when free from malignant paſſions, 


I regard as more deſerving of eſteem, than that of the man who 


is indifferent about all religion. and yet boaſts of his candor. 
The one, though miſtaken, may act from principle, the other. 
though perhaps leſs injurious to ſociety, 15 deſtitute of thoſe diſ- 
poſitions which become a rational and immortal creature, But 
OH bigot who wiſhes to promote the cauſe of piety and virtue, 

* defeats his own end: let him diveſt his religion of its 
derb. * aſpect, and in all probability he will be more ſuc- 
ceſstu 


(a) If there are perſons who look upon an action chat is im- 
moral with leſs deieſtation, than upon principles which they 
think. erroneous, it is juſt matter of ſerious concern: let them caw- 
lider, that ſentiments aud notions are only the means, and that a 
pure heart and a holy lite are the grand end. Let them call to 
mind the exam ple of our Saviour. 1. 
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If it be a precept of our ** love one ano- 
ther ; if his example enforces this precept; if there 
be any truth in the apoſtle's declaration, though I 
have the gift of prophecy, and underſtand all myſteries 
and all knowledge, and though I have all faith ſo that 
T could remove mountains, and bave no charity, Jam 
nothing; if theſe things are ſo, then we are inex- 
euſable in condemning thoſe who differ from us. 
We may obſerve 

I. It is neceſſary that perſons ſhould think dif- 
ferently, if they think at all for themſelves. If 
indeed we go into the dark regions of popery, 
where the people are kept in 1gnorance, and de- 
barred the uſe of the ſcriptures, we ſhall find that 
they think in a great meaſure alike, or rather that 
they do not think at all for themſelves. 

The great Creator has laid a foundation for a 
diverſity of ſentiment in the frame and conſtitution 
of our minds. The faculties of reaſon, judgment, 


and memory are (a) poſſeſſed in widely different de- 


* Cor. Klil. 2. | 5 


(a) Whether this difference originally exiſted in the minds of 
men, or ariſes from their being united to bodies differently otga- 
nized., is a matter of no importance. It is ſufficient that a diver- 
firy actually ſubſiſts hetween the faculties of different perſons. 
This, daily obſervation evinces in the moſt undeniable manner. 
It is in vain to aſſign education as the only reaſon for that diver. 
fity ; for, examine thoſe who are brought up in a ſiniilar manner, 
and are favoured with the ſame advantages, and you will find 
that their inclinations and mental powers are far from corre- 
fponding with each other. We ſeldom quarrel with perſons be- 
ck they like differeni kind of meat from ourſelves, or becauſe 
the colours and ſounds which pleaſe us are not equally agreeable 
to them. We allow men to engage in different purſuits, and to 
prefer different ſnuations from thoſe which appear moſt eligible 
4 our mind: why then ſhould we debar them of the fame hberty. 


Srecs. 


Las. 


grees! On this account one is capable of diſeern- 
ing the force of thoſe arguments which appear in- 
concluſive to atiother. If then we expect that all 
mankind ſhould entertain the fame ſentiments with 
ourſelves; if we ſet up our own opinions as a uni- 
verſal and infallible ſtandard of truth, we arraigu 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of that Being, who plam- 
ly ſhews; by the different conſtitution of our minds, 
that he fever intended that our ſentiments\ſhould 
perfectly correſpond, The man who ſets up(4) 
his own .principles as the univerſal criterion of 
truth, and demands that all around him ſhould ac- 
quieſce in his decifions, reſembles that prince who 
required that the ſtature of perſons ſhould agree 
with the fize of an iron bed which he made; and 
the man who hates, condemns, and perſecutes thoſe 
who differ from him, bears a ſtriking reſemblance 
to this cruel tyrant, who ſtretched thoſe on the 
rack who fell ſhort of his meaſure, and deprived 


with reſpect to religious ſentiments and opinions? ft will be an- 
Iwered, that though our minds are formed in a different manner, 
with regard to our inclinations and views, reſpecting this life; 
*h that the ſame diverſity does not hold good with reſpect to 

eligion; and that a God of truth would never form his creatures 
in ſuch a manner that they muſt neceffarily believe a falſhood. 
To this objection, it is replied, that our Creator has not formed 
mankind in ſuch a manner, that they are left in unavoidable er- 
ror, with regard to thoſe things on which their happineſs depends: 
bre than this cannot be maintained, confiftently with the truth 
of facts. TOR 


(a) I ſhould be guilty of a breach of that charity which I re- 
commend, were I to impute fuch an intention to the uncandid. 
It is wrong to charge perſons with thofe conſequences of their 
opinions which they do not allow, however naturally they may 
tollow {tom the opinions themſelves. This, indeed, has been 
too much the caſe among chriſtians of all perſuaſionns. 
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thoſe of part of their limbs who exceeded this 
ſtandard, | i 
Another foundation, for diverſity of ſentiment, 
1s laid in education, and the different, advantages 
perſons enjoy. It is not from reaſon. or reflection, 
that the generality of mankind form their opinions, 
but from their private inſtructions. and public 
teachers; and fo ſtrong are the prejudices of edu- 
cation, that men of ſenſe, learning, and piety, are 
in a greater or leſs degree, under their influence 
can it then be expected that the ignorant and illi- 
terate, who have no opportunity of examining both 
ſides (a) of a queſtion, will riſe ſuperior to this 
ſtrong and early baſs ? „ | 
Further (5), ſome things are left { undetermined 
by the ſacred writers, that we cannot wonder 1f 


(ea) Great allowance is to be made for the ignorant, who, deſti- 
tate of a ſenſe of religion. by means of public ordinantes. are 
awakened to a concern about their immortal intereſts: They 
naturally regard all the tenets which are advanced by their in- 
ſtructors, as equally important. But ſurely the principal fault is 
in ſuch inſtructors, who aſſert, in a poſitive manner, the neceſſity 
of believing in thoſe. diſputable and myſterious points, con- 
cerning which, wiſe and good men bave differed in all ages of the 
church. Well would it be, if they reflected, that they too often 
(though perhaps without any intention) lead their hearers to neg- 
Ic4 the weightier matters of the law and the goſpel, to exerciſe an 


unchriſtian ſpirit, and hinder their receiving any beneht from tha 
labours of thoſe whom they are taught to look upon as unſound: 


thus, the uſefulneſs and comfort of their biethren are often ma- 
terially injured: | a | 
(6) Undoubtedly there is one uniform meaning in all thoſe 
paſſages of ſcripture which appear to contradit each other, and 
though ſerious and diligent enquirers will in ſome reſpects differ, 
yet they will entertain the ſame general opinions ſo tar as they 


are neceſſaty. ; our i: tie 
In order to prove and illuſtrate the aſſertion, take the following 
inftagces When we find aus Saviour in one pallage, laying, 
| perſons 
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perſons entertain different ſentiments concerning 
them. Thoſe who have in a great meaſure ſub- 
dued the prejudices of education, who have been 
eminent for their learning and piety, who have 
ſearched the ſacred oracles with unwearied pains, 
and earneſtly implored the guidance of the ſpirit of 
truth; ſuch perſons as theſe have ſtill differed from 
each other, and far deviated from one common 
ſtandard. Whence ariſes this, if there are not 
ſome things hard to be underſtood, and obſcurely re- 
vealed; and it appears to me an obvious conclu- 
fion, that thoſe things about which chriſtians differ, 
are not matters of great importance, for all ſuch | 
are plainly revealed, If then we cannot bear 


the Father is greater than IJ. And in another, I and the Father | 
are one. While, in ſome paſſages of. ſcripture, divine attributes | 
and honours ſeem. to be aſcribed to our Lord; and in others we 4 
read, that he derived all from the Father, and could do nothing | 
without him. Can we wonder that perſons entertain different | 
ſentiments concerning his nature? In one part of the ſacred 
oracles we are:informed that we are, juſtified by faith, in another 
by works, and in a third that we are juſtified freely through the re- 
demption that is in Chriſt Jeſus. Is there any reaſon for ſurprize 
that perſons explain this doctrine in ſomething of a different 
manner? while they all agree that our ſalvation aviſeth from 
the, free mercy and grace of God by his Son, and that holineſs is 
neceſſary to our ſeeing the Lord. Again, when we are com- 
manded to make within us a clean heart, and to be renewed in the 
pirit of our minds; and in another paſlage, read that we are born 
again of water and the ſpirit; is it ſurprizing that chriſtians 
ſhould not think perfectly alike concerning the agency of man, 
and the exact degree in which heavenly aid is neceſſary? Other 
inſtances of the ambiguity of the ſcriptures might be produced; 
and it it appears to me, that the ends to be anſwered by it are ſuch 
is follow: that the learned might have an opportunity of exer- 
iſing the faculties of their minds; that we might be ſenſible of 8 
Dur ignorance; and that a foundation might be laid for the cul- 1 
wation of candor. e I RET 


- 
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that others ſhould think different from ourſelves, 
if we regard them with an evil eye, and exerciſe a 
cenſorious diſpoſition towards them, in order to 
be couſiſtent, we muſt blame the author. of our re- 
ligion, for not revealing every article in a clearer 
aud more preciſe manner. If ſuch a thought 
ſtrikes us with horror, let us remember, that if we 
barbour an uncharitable diſpoſition, we do in fact 
(41 fay not intentionally), charge God fooliſhly, who 
has laid a foundation for diverſity .of ſentiment in 
the different frame of our minds in thoſe circu 
ſtances 1 in which he has placed us, and in thoſe 2 
75 oracles which he has given as the rule of our 
Halt 
II. A diverſity of 8 is intended and cal- 
culated to produce wiſe and important effects. 

Examine the works of creation as far as we are 
acquainted. with them; how endleſs the varjety 
which prevails! and does. not this varjety deze 
their beauty? Examine the natural reliſnes of man- 
kind, their inclinations with reſpect to the ſecular 
employments of life, their taſte for the arts and {ci- 
ences, we perceive that variety prevails in the. moſt 
extenſive manner; we feel the happy effects which 
ariſe-from-this. And does not that variety of dit- 
penſations with which God has favoured mankind 
in, the different ages of the world. and that divexfity 
of ſentiment which prevails, give riſe to the fame 
beauty in the moral and religious world? 

One of the ſtrongeſt arguments we have that the 
books of the New Teſtament were not altered in 
the former ages of the church, when the copie 
were but few, ariſes from there being different ects 
and perſuaſions who watched over, and did not per 
mit 
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mit oue another to alter the ſcriptures. And the 
different denominations which now prevail, are a 
guard upon each other, and afford perſons a freſh 

motive to do nothing to diſhonour their peculiar 
profeſſion. The happy effects of this I could-iHut- 
trate by fact s(a). F . e there were no myſteries 
in the ways of providence, what foundation would 
there be for the exerciſe and increaſe of faith and 
truſt? If we received no iujury, what room would 
there be to forgive? And with regard to all thoſe 
graces, we are required to cultivate, there are 
Jome obſtacles to the exerciſe of them, which mutt 
be ſurmounted; by which means they are ſtrength- 
ned and confirmed. Thus it is with reſpect to 
candor; were all perſons of the ſame ſentiments 
with ourſelves, it would be an empty name; but 
by cultivating this diſpoſition towards thaſe who 
differ from us in their religious opinions, we make 
greater advances in that temper and {punt menus 
the . goſpel enjoins. 

III. A diverſity of ſentiment ought not to pre- 
vent the exerciſe of brotherly love, becauſe this 
love towards thoſe-who differ from us, will have 


the happieſt influence on our own minds. 


Let us ſuppoſe two perſons. equally ipious and 


. benevolent, the one a ſtranger to that ; diſpoſition 


we are recommending, the other in poſſeſſion of it. 
The man who thinks that falvation. is confined to 


(% If we examine thoſe places where there are wum as 
well as members of the ellabliſhed church, we ſnall in general 
find a ſpirit of religion more prevalent than where N is no 
ſuch mixture; ſo that if I could become a conſcientious member 


of the church of England, I ſhould wiſh; even for the ſake of that 
ehuteh. that there Wight be diſſenters from it. 


perſons 
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perſons of his own perſuaſion, muſt know that the 
number of ſuch is comparatively ſmall. He muſt 
be convinced that there are many who entertain 
different ſentiments from him, yet in their lives 
.adorn the doctrine of God their Saviour, He looks 
back to the former ages of the world, and views 
the numerous tribes of men which dwelt” on the 
earth before the publication of the goſpel : he 
'Knows that the greateſt part of its preſent inhabi- 
tants are unacquainted with the religion of Jeſus : 
how painful the thought, that all theſe will be con- 
demned for the want of that knowledge and faith 
which they could not poſſibly obtain. But if he 
entertains this ſuppoſition with regard to thoſe only 
who live under the goſpel diſpenſation, and whoſe 
ſentiments he thinks erroneous, he is converſant 
with ſome whoſe diſpoſitions are "amiable, whoſe 
lives are exemplary and uſeful, and who are unit- 
ed to him in the bands of friendſhip: how melan- 
choly to refle& that he ſhall never meet them in 
the manſions of bliſs, becauſe their ſentiments are 
different from what he apprehends to be the truth. 
They love and endeavour to imitate their Saviour, 
but be imagines that becauſe they entertain wrong 
notions of his perſon, he will reje& them at laſt. 
Surely it muſt afford ſufficient grief to the benevo- 
lent mind, to conſider the number who are ex- 
cluded from the goſpel ſalvation, by the depravity 
eb their hearts and the wickedneſs of their lives; 
7 but he increaſes his ſorrow by indulging. the 
thought, that thoſe who are miſtaken in their no- 
tions only, will partake of the ſame doom. The i 
diſpenſations of God, to the children of men, are 
to al, in fome mafure, myſterious; but he renders 
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them more myſterious, by a dark cloud of his own 


formation. ' 1 
On the other hand, the chriſtian who believes; 


that in every nation he that feareth God and worketh 
righteouſneſs, is accepted with bim; that he who 


improves the light-and knowledge he enjoys will 
be rewarded, and that he who has been ſincere and 
diligent in his enquiries after truth, will not be 


condemned for his errors, that chriſtian will enjoy 


the nobleſt pleaſure from this perſuaſion. The 


adminiſtration of the Governor of the world, in af- 
fording his creatures different advantages, does not 


perplex his mind, while he believes that every one 
has been favoured with thoſe which, if improved, 
would render him happy for ever. Senſible of the 
ſuperior advantages he enjoys under the goſpel diſ- 


penſation, and grateful for them, he does not view 
with deteſtation, and condemn to 'perdition the 


idolatrous heathen, tho' he worſhipped the ſun, 
moon and ſtars ; but while he pities his errors, re- 
gards with pleaſure that gratitude which he ex- 
preſſed towards thoſe beings whom he looked upon 


as his benefators. The different parties into which 


the chriſtian world is divided, give him but little 


concern; for while he believes it the indiſpenſible 
duty of every one to enquire after the truth with 


diligence and impartiality, he thinks well of all 
who cultivate a principle of love to God and man, 
and indulges the thought that the diverſity of ſen- 
timent which prevails, ſo far from being an evil, is 
a real good (a). | 


rr 35." 


(a) When I view the ſubject in this light, though I cannot but 


wiſh thoſe errors to be removed which are dangerous to the in- 

tereſts of religion, and the happineſs of OY ; yet, had I the 

power of obliging all perſons to entertain, in all reſpelis, the ſame 

ſentiments with myſelf, that power ſhould never be cxerted. 
. 
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Such a view of things enlarges his mind, gives 


him the moſt amiable ideas of the Divine Being, 
expands the benevolent feelings of his heart, and is 
a ſource of refined pleaſure. 
For theſe reaſons, brotherly love ſhould prevail, 
notwithſtanding the difterence of ſentiment. But 
II. The diverſity of ſentiment among chriſtians 
is not ſo great as is commonly imagined (a). 


(a) To have illuſtrated this aſſertion in a proper manner, would 
have taken up too much time; I therefore thought it beſt to do 
it only in part, by mentioning thoſe doctrines in which all chrif- 
tians agree. Here we ſhall conſider the ſubje in ſomething of a 
more extenſive view. If all thoſe opinions were eſſential to ſal- 
vation, which are regarded in this light by chriſtians of different 
denominations, then ſcarce any could be ſaved ; for while thole 
of one party lay down ſome particular ſentiments as abſolutely 
neceſſary, thoſe of another look upon theſe opinions as damna- 
ble, and regard thoſe which are directly oppoſite as eſſential. 
It is therefore happy ſor ſuch chriſtians, that the method of ſal- 
vation, and the terms of their acceptance, are not left to the 
deciſion of fallible mortals. 


How are we to be guided in our judgment, and to form our 
opinion concerning thoſe ſentiments, which are regarded by one 


or the other party as eſſential? ſome rule muſt be laid down by 
which we are to judge what doctrines are neceſſary or important. 
The rule which reafon dictates, and which the general tenor of 
the word of God confirms, is the following: That every truth is 
of importance, fo far as it tends to promote our happineſs ; 
and ſince a holy diſpoſition is eſſential to our felicity, religious 
opinions are of importance, ſo far as they have atendency te pro- 
mote piety and virtue in our breaſts. | | 

In thoſe articles of faith, concerning which there is ſome di- 
verſity among chriſtians ; that difference is leſs than many appear 
ſenſible of. Take the following inſtances : Some there are who 
contend, that thofe who are once the children of God, will always 


continue ſuch ; but they ſuppoſe, that in order to their being 


kept by the mighty power of God, they muſt exert themſelves, 
and uſe with diligence the means of grace; while thoſe who 
diſbelieve the doctrine of perfeverance, acknowledge, that all 
thoſe who do thus exert themſelves, will receive that aſſiſtance 
which will enable them to perfevere. | 

Even in the doctrine of the trinity there appears a nearer 
agreement in the ſentiments of chriſtians than many are aware 
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Through different modes of expreſſion, and fix- 
ing different ideas to the ſame words, they often 
miſunderſtand one another, and the difference is 
only, or in a great meaſure, imaginary. But in or- 
der to cheriſh that brotherly love which our Savi- 
our recommends, we ſhould rather dwell on thoſe 
1mportant articles in which we agree, than thoſe 
things of leſſer conſequence in which we differ. 

That there is a God, poſſeſſed of every perfection 

and excellence which can claim our reverence, our 
eſteem, our love, truſt and obedience, none will 
deny. That we are ſinful creatures, who have 
forfeited his favor and incurred his diſpleaſure, that 
we muſt ſtand indebted to the unmerited favor or Y 
free grace of God, for the pardon of ſin and eternal 
life, and that theſe bleſſings are communicated. 
through his Son, are truths in which all chriſtians; | 
agree. And though they may entertain different | 
ſentiments concerning the nature of the Son of 
God, this is a matter of ſmall importance. I fay. 
it is a matter of comparatively ſmall importance, 


of. Moſt will acknowledge that there is but one ſupreme Being, 
and conſequently that the Son and Spirit, as diſtin& from the! 


is Father, are inferiour: their pratſes and petitions therefore are 
z offered up to the ſame eternal Jehovah, whom all chriſtians wor- 
as ſhip, though they call him by a different name. And where is 
o- the difference between the Sabellians, who maintain, that the 

| Son and Spirit are only different offices of the ſame ſupreme Be- 
li- ing; and the Socinians, who believe that Chriſt had no pre- ex- 
ar iſtent nature, but that the Father dwelt in, or afforded him the 
NO peculiar ſupplies of his holy fpirit. How far do the Arians, who 
ys believe that Chriſt is the moſt glorious created Being, differ from 
ng thoſe who call themſelves Trinitarians, aud who entertain the ; 
es, ſame ſentiments of him, as a ſeparate Being. The former ſup- 
ho poſe he is called God, on account of thoſe perfections which he 
all has derived from the Father; the latter, that this title is given 
nce him on account of that union which ſubſiſts between him and the. 

þ Father: and perhaps they can form no other idea of this union, 
ret than a communication of perfections. 


far 
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for the regards we owe to ſuperior Beings, depend 
not ſo much on what they are in themſelves (a), as 
the relation in which they ſtand to us. Now 
chriſtians agree that the Son of God gave us the 
moſt excellent inſtructions, ſet before us the moſt 
om example, died the juſt for the unjuſt, to 

ring us to God, and 1s furniſhed with all thoſe 
' treaſures which are neceſſary for the ſ.\pport and 
comfort of his ſincere diſciples here, and their hap- 
pineſs hereafter. Herein a foundation is laid for 
our truſt, our love, our gratitude, and imitation. 


(a) If we read the hiſtory of the chriſtian church during the 
fourth and following centuries, we find the different parties of 
chriſtians attempting, like the builders of the tower of Babel, to 
reach unto heaven, and determining the nature of the incompre- 
henſible Jehovah. There never, perbaps, was any diſpute attend- 
ed with more violence, than that reſpecting the Fey. Thou- 
ſands, and tens of thouſands, have fallen victims in this uninter- 
eſting controverſy. The diſciples of Jeſus ſeem to have forgot- 
ten, that thoſe honour their Lord moſt, who pay the greatelt re- 
gard to his commands, who imbibe moſt of his ſpirit, and who 
copy his example in the cloſeſt manner. In the year 364, Va- 
lentinian, and his brother Valens, were raiſed to the empire, 
Valentinian adhered to the decrees of the Nicene council; and 
hence the whole Arian ſect, a few churches excepted, was de- 
ſtroyed, and extirpated in the welt. Valens, on the other hand, 
favoured the Arians ; and his zeal for their cauſe expoſed their 
adverſaries the Nicenians, in the eaſtern provinces, to many ſe- 
vere trials and ſufferings. — During this long and violent con- 
teſt between the Nicenians and Arians, the attentive and impar- 
tial will acknowledge that unjuſtifiable meaſures were taken, and 
great exceſſes committed on boch ſides. So that when abſtracting 
from the merits of the cauſe, we only conſider with what temper, 
and by what means, the parties defended their reſpective opi- 
nions, it will be difficult to determine which of the two exceeded 
moſt the bounds of probity, charity and moderation,”--Moſheim. 
-—Undoubtedly there were many, during this period, who che- 
riſhed a catholic and candid ſpirit, though we find but little 
mention made of them. Their names, however, though not re- 
corded in the annals of hiſtory, ſtand high in the records of 
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That we are indebted to God for all our bleſſings 


temporal aud ſpiritual, and for all the attainments 


we make, none will deny, and certainly we owe to 
him all our natural powers, as well as the aids of 
his Holy Spirit. All chriſtians agree that there 
will be a reſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt 
and the unjuſt, who muſt appear before the tribunal 
of their judge, and be rewarded or puniſhed 4 accord- | 
ing to their works. 

If every doctrine is of importance in pro- 
portion as it tends to produce in our minds a holy 


and heavenly diſpoſition, what doctrines can be 


more important than theſe? What chriſtian grace 
or virtue is there which they are not calculated to 
promote? Have they not a tendency to cheriſh 


love to God, charity to man, purity and humility, 


and as an excellent writer has obſerved, + How- 
ever theſe names be common and _ vulgar, and 
make no extraordinary ſound, yet do they carry: 
ſuch a mighty ſenſe, that the tongue of man or an- 
gel can pronounce nothing more weighty and ex- 
cellent. '=--Sceugal. = 
| Now, is not what we have mentioned a ſufficient 
ebnen of union? Does it not lay a fi m foundation 
for the exerciſe of brotherly love, and for fecpiug 
the unity of the ſpirit in the band of peace? ö 2 
If a perſon finds that other opinions, or any 
particular view of thoſe general doctrines we have 
mentioned, promote in his breaſt the graces of the 
chriſtian temper, let him cheriſh thoſe ſentiments, 
let them produce this effe t; but let him not con- 
demn thoſe who cultivate the ſame heavenly diſpo- 
om. and bring forth the ſame fruits of holtinefs, 
h they düfte r from him. It is wiſely ordered, 


. ach nce there 1 is a a diverſity 1 in the minds of men, 
there 


"+ 22 } 


there ſhould be a variety of motives in the goſpel ; 
ſome "may be influenced more by one, ſome 'by 
another; ſome may receive the greateſt benefit 
from one ſtrain of preaching, and others from what 
is different. But if we are brought to a meetneſs 
for heaven, though by different means, have we 
uot reaſon to be grateful to God, and to love one 
eee brethren, ooo hehe - 

Let us, my fellow chriſtians, examine with dili- 
gence and ſeriouſneſs, that goſpel which is the 
rule of your faith, and the charter of our privi- 


leges. Let us humbly implore the guidance of 


the ſpirit of- truth; this is our indiſpenſible duty: 
then, though we may be miſtaken, we ſhall nor 
fall into fatal errors; and let us regard the ſincere 
and conſcientious, as the objects of our eſteem and 


love, though they entertain different ſentiments 


from ourſelves. Let us remember, that no zeal, for 


What we regard as the truth, will make compenſa- 


tion for the want of that meekneſs, that love to 


God, and charity to man, which are eſſential to 
the character of the chriſtian here, and neceſſary 


to his happineſs hereafter. Let us fix our atten- 


tion on thoſe grand truths of the goſpel in which 


all chriſtians are agreed, and endeavour to have our 
hearts and our lives influenced by them, for if we 
neglect theſe, and enter into the diſputable points 
of chriſtianity, there is danger that in graſping at 
the ſhadow we ſhall loſe the ſubſtance (a). 


- (a) If there are any who confine their attention to the manner 
in which fin entered our world, inftead of Jabouring to become 
free from its power, they reſemble a ſick man who {ſhould puzzle 
himſelf about the cauſes of a diſorder he laboured under, without 
making ule of proper means in order to remove it. If there are 
perſons who in the heat of contention loſe that principle of cha- 
rity, without which all ſpeculative notions are inſignificant, and 


While 
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While we confeſs ourſelves ignorant and falli- 
ble mortals, let us not act inconſiſtently with this 
profeſſion, by deciding in a raſn and poſitive man: 
ner concerning thoſe things which perhaps are un- 
kyfown to angels. This was intended to be aſtateg# 
trial (4), and in many reſpects, a ſtate of 1gnorance. 
with which the doctrines of revelation ſhould inſpire us + if ther 
are any who confine their attention to dark and myſterious points, 
inſtead of cortecting their hearts and lives, they are blind to their 
own intereſts, What ſhould we think of an artificer who, inſtead 
of applying the various materials which he wants to their proper 
uſe, reſted ſatisfied with conſidering in what manner they were 
formed; or of a perſon who was ready.to periſh through cold, but 
before he could warm himſelf muſt firſt learn the nature of fire; 
or what ſhould we think of a man who refuſed to eat and drink 
though hungry and thirſty, and died through want while conh- 
dering in what manner food contributed to his nouriſhment and 
ſupport. | 8 EY 
There are, indeed, numbers who lay an undue ſtreſs upon the 
diſputable points of chriſtianity, and at the ſame time feel the in- 
fluence of its important truths; but, melancholy obſervation 


ſhews, that the ignorant and illiterate, by attending to the former, 
are too often ſtrangers to the latter. 


— 


(a) If any of thoſe, who ſpeak in the moſt degrading manner, 
of human nature, are ſome of the moſt poſitive in determinin 
thoſe myſterious points, which perhaps ſurpaſs the knowledge of 
all created Beings ; ſurely they are inconſiſtent; they confeſs 
themſelves earth-born worms, and yet riſe to heaven and decide 
concerning the nature and decrees of the eternal Jehovah. But 

| they ſay, that though ignorant themſelves, they are taught by 

B the word and ſpirit of God. 1 aſk, are not thoſe who differ from 

; them taught in the ſame manner? The point is, are they fallible 
or infallible ? If fallible, let them not harbour the ſpirit of the 

| Romiſh church; if it appears from their diſpoſition and conduct 
r that they look upon themſelves as infallible, let them remember 
that they muſt work miracles before they expect mankind to ac- 
quieſce in their deciſions. „„ | 
Ik any ſay, that what has been advanced, has a tendency to 
make perſons remiſs in their enquiries after truth, I mult deny 
the aſſertion, becauſe it is our indiſpenſible duty to ſearch the 
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Let vs be thankful for här knowledge which our 


WM. heavenly. Father has afforded vs, and diligently im- 


prove it. In becoming acquainted with ourſelves, it 
* correcting our tempers, in ſubduing our paſſions, and 
in cultivating the graces of the chriſtian. chal acer, 
we ſhall find ſufficient room for the exerciſe of our 
powers and the employment of our time, without 
raſhly condemning thoſe who differ from us. The 
more we attend to theſe things, and the more we 
employ. ourſelves about them, the greater will be 
our ſveperiority to thoſe leſſer diſtinctions which 
divide the chiiſtian church. ' | 
While the mind, thoughtful and penſive, reflects 
on thoſe unhappy diſſentions which prevail among 
chriſtians, it looks forward with pleaſure to that 
ſtate where they ſhall no longer ſay, I am of Paul, 
Lof Apollos, where all party diſtinctions ſhall be 
forgotton, and Chriſt ſhall be all in all. O de- 
_ Hghtful abode! the inhabitants of which ſhall no 
longer be eſtranged from each other, where they 
ſhall wonder that they could view thoſe as ſtrangers 
and aliens, with whom they are united in bonds of 
the ſtricteſt friendſhip and love. | | 
And now ſays the apoſtle, abideth faith, hope, 
charity, theſe three; but the greateſt of theſe is 


facred oracles with diligence; though duty does not require us 
to think alike. | 
Many who have ſcen the unhappy effects of religious diſputes, 
who perhaps have been engaged in them, when they have taken 
a cool and diſpaſſionate view of theſe things, have acknowledged 
that love to God and man was the ſubſtance of religion; as chriſ- 
tians have drawn nearer the everlaſting abodes of peace and love, 
they have been more and more ſenſible that love was the ſpirit 
of the goſpel ; I might add, theſe were the living and dying ſen- 
.timents of a piqus Father, whom the author has loſt ſince the de- 
lyery of this fermon. | | 
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charity“: for though faith and hope are neceſſary 
in the preſent imperfect ſtate, yet without charity 
they avail nothing: and hereafter faith will be 
changed for ſight, hope for enjoyment ; but cha- 
rity, that ſacred flame of love to God and man, wilt 
never be extinguiſhed, but burn with increaſing, 
ardor through the ages of eternity. 

Let us then prepare for that ſtate Tet us en- 
deavour to make the preſent bear ſome reſemblance 
to it by cheriſhing this divine principle in our ſouls. 

Finally, my reverend fathers and brethren, let 
us ſhew by our meekneſs, our love and charity, 
that we have imbibed the ſpirit of the goſpel, that 
ſpirit which adorns the chriſtian, and is the bright- 
eſt ornament of the miniſters of the Prince of 
Peace. Let us at the ſame time ſhew by our zeal 
in promoting true religion, and the beſt intereſts 
of mankind, that candor and charity are as remote 
from indifference, as they are from a falſe and miſ- 
guided zeal. And my fellow chriſtians, may it be 
engraven upon each of your hearts, that this is the 
commandment of your Lord, love one another. 
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THE END. 
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